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Spur Dikes on the Yahagi River
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Aichi Prefecture in Japan
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AXENTNILHE]  Yahagi “River meeting”

Creating a River System with
the Natural Environment in Mind

In the business of promoting flood control measures, the theme of
creating strong river systems which can withstand floods and save
human lives and property is an important one. However, at the same
time, the idea that the lush natural environment and beautiful scenery that
originally exists in a river system is an irreplaceable resource which
should be passed on to future generations has also been gaining many
supporters. The spur dikes on the Yahagi River represents a project on
which we have worked very hard in Aichi Prefecture to reach a balance
between flood control capabilities and environmental concerns while
promoting river system improvement.

Spur Dikes
on the Yahagi River

Downstream from the Hirato Bridge on the class-A Yahagi River (nearly
44 km from the river mouth), the left-hand bank meets the water colliding
front of the curving river. Because the erosion is so severe, we have put
into place a low water channel revetment using cobble stones as well as
spur dikes made of rockfill with the object of creating a steady-state bank
preservation system.

Despite this area’ s relatively close proximity to Toyota’ s downtown
district it is a river front space rich in natural beauty, with wooded areas
growing luxuriantly on the river bank levees, and “ayu” fishing in the river
itself.

However, due to problems such as sludge deposits on the river
bottorn, it became feared that the natural environment was taking a turn
for the worse. Therefore, by building low water channel revetments and
spur dikes, we were able to protect the riverbanks while at the same time
changing the flow of the river to create a diverse river front area ideal for
the preservation of fish and other aguatic animals.

After construction of the spur dikes, this area became known as the
“Fusso Riverside Park” and is presently used by people strolling, fishing,
camping, and so on,

ATEEIKIDAE Fusso Riverside Park
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Length of river channel FEERHES : 117km
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The Yahagi is a class-A river which
originates in the southern region of the
Kiso Mountain Range. After flowing
through the valleys of the Mino-Mikawa
High Plains, it runs from near Toyota,
southwest along the Noubi Plain and
empties into Mikawa Bay.
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