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9
The Kakita River, in the center of Shimizu-choin *Iﬁil—ﬁﬂ(‘g
Shizuoka Prefecture, flows in a southerly direction. A | “’M“'ﬁ” d
tributary of the Kano River, it is 1.2 km in length.
This river rises at the South East base of Mt. Fuji. It is
fed by springs from the underground water table which is
maintained by rain, and melting snow from Mt. Fuji.
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From the cliffs near National Route 1, there are several dozen springs which supply the one million m’ of water that flow along the
Kakita River and into the Kano River each day.
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Shimizu-cho, where the Kakita River flows, is conveniently located between Numazu City and Mishima City on National Route 1.
There, urban and residential development is well-advanced.
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The aerial photographs of the area around the Kakita River show the extent of the conversion of farmlands into residential areas.
In the river, Nature is surviving. However, much of the forest that once lined its banks has been destroyed by advancing urban
development. The forest has been reduced to narrow strips paralleling the river.
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In the river, Nature is surviving. However, much of the forest that once lined its banks has been destroyed by advancing urban

development. The forest has been reduced to narrow strips paralleling the river.
In the 1960's, local residents became increasingly concerned about the Kakita River. Their promotion of the movement to protect its

environment, increased the national notability of the Kakita River.
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The water of the Kakita River is very pure and clean. It has a BOD level 8 =
below 1mg/ £ .
The water temperature in the Kakita River is in the range of about 15°C
throughout the year.
A special characteristic of the river is that the temperature variation is so
small. Further, the volume of water changes little, and a constant flow is 0 Tkm
maintained throughout the year. This stable water environment is able to tmtrr—
support a rich ecosystem. 31 KEBORESHS
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The quantity of spring water entering the Kakita River has decreased.

The causes are thought to be urban development at the base of Mt. Fuji (which is the water source), and the pumping of underground
water.
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In spite of being a small river of about 1.2 km in length, it has been verified that 40~60% of all Flora and Fauna in the total Kano
River area may be found in the Kakita River.
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The riverbank forest is the
home for bird and insect species.
The water provides a habitat for
fish, water insects and aquatic
plants.
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Because of the high quality nature of its spring water, the Kakita River is habitat for many rare plants. The riverbank forest consists of
the Nettle Tree, Zelkova Tree, etc., and provides a habitat for various animals.
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As a result of the favourable conditions, there is a variety of fish inhabiting the Kakita River. These include fish preferring the cool
waters at the head of the river, and fish that usually live in the larger river systems.
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Because of the spring water from the upper stream, the Kakita River is clean. In this water live a wide variety of freshwater
crustaceans.
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Throughout the year, various species of kingfishers may be seen. In the riverbank forest, the chirping of the Japanese white-eye and
many other small birds may be heard. In winter, many ducks return to sojourn in the Kakita River.
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The clean water of the Kakita River is an ideal habitat for dragonflys and other littoral insects. Butterflies can be seen sucking nectar
from the flowers of the riverbank forest and plants. In early summer, the Genji firefly can also be seen on the riverside.
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Numazu Office of River and National Highway makes a great effort at protecting the environment by doing the following:
research on the surrounding environment, a project to regenerate nature, and the introduction of the Kakita River on the internet.
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The City of Shimizu maintains the Kakita River Park at the upper reaches of the Kakita River near the National Route 1.
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The Shimizu Elementary School, which is located by the Kakita River, uses part of the riverbank for natural studies.
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In order to hand on this valuable natural asset to posterity, the people of the Kakita River region have established the Kakita River

Green Trust Committee. The Trust has purchased some, and leased other parts of the land by the river.
In addition to a campaign to raise funds, the Trust is also active in the following areas in order to protect the environment: observation

of nature activities, research of the environment, preservation activities, planting of trees, and publishing, etc.
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In order to enhance community awareness of the need to protect the rich spring water environment, the Kakita River Preservation
Club conducts a clean-up campaign near the River in cooperation with the City.
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In order to preserve the underground water of Mt. Fuji, which is the source of the Kakita River, efforts are made by planting young
trees, such as the Japanese Beech, in the national forest at the base of Mt. Fuji.
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Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport Chubu Regional Bureau
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Numazu Office of River and National Highway

T410-8567 FRMEERBET TEEIIEI244-2

TEL.055-934-2009 FAX.055-934-2019
URL . http://www.nwo.go.jp/
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